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OECD Services Trade Restrictiveness Index (STRI): Austria
Austria exported services worth USD 67.0 billion and its services import value was USD 53.2 billion in 2014. Travel is Austria’s largest services exports and the largest services imports category is transportation services. Austria’s score on the STRI in the 21 sectors is shown below, along with the average and the lowest score among the 42 countries included in the STRI database for each sector.
STRI by sector and policy area



Note: The STRI indices take values between zero and one, one being the most restrictive. They are calculated on the basis of the STRI regulatory database which contains information on regulation for the 34 OECD Members, Brazil, China, Colombia, India, Indonesia, Latvia, Russia and South Africa. The STRI database records measures on a Most Favoured Nations basis. Preferential trade agreements are not taken into account. Air transport and road freight cover only commercial establishment (with accompanying movement of people). The data have been verified and peer reviewed by OECD Members. 
Austria has a higher score than average on the STRI in 13 out of 21 sectors (maritime transport is excluded for landlocked countries). A general regulation that contributes to the STRI in all sectors is economic needs tests for temporary services providers who may stay in the country for up to 12 months on their first entry permit while certain types of intra-corporate transferees, such as senior level persons in charge of supervision or direction, are exempted from such labour market tests. There are no legal requirements for public comments procedures open to interested person including foreign suppliersobligations to consult with stakeholders during the preparation of laws and regulations  at the federal level although it is a common practice to have such consultation procedures. Acquisition of land or real estate by foreigners is subject to authorisation. 


The sectors with the lowest STRI scores
Logistics freight forwarding, distribution and logistics customs brokerage are the three sectors with the lowest STRI scores. In the logistics sectors, air crew and seaman are exempt from visa requirements while truck drivers are not. Distribution services consist of wholesale and retail trade. Only a couple of sSector-specific regulations in this sector are recorded under barriers to competition, such as including restrictions toon opening hours.	Comment by NORDAS Hildegunn: maybe not relevant for Austria? 
The sectors with the highest STRI scores
The sectors with the highest STRI scores are broadcasting, legal services and air transport (covers establishment only). In broadcasting, Austria employs foreign equity restrictions. Austria requires that the majority of the shares in broadcasters must be owned by Austrian or EEA nationals. Eligibility for some subsidies for audio-visual work is restricted to productions with significant Austrian participation. The EU Audio-visual Media services directive requires that broadcasters reserve at least half of transmission time for European works. Austria’s score in broadcasting is substantially higher than the average for this sector.
In legal services, Austria requires that the majority of the shares and voting rights in the law firms must be owned by locally-licensed lawyers. Either Austrian or EEA nationality is required to practice as a fully integrated lawyer in Austria. Foreign lawyers can nevertheless provide advice on foreign and international law.
Most important restriction in air transport is an upper limit on foreign equity of less than 50%. Additional restrictions come from the prevalence of grandfathering in the slot allocation at airports mechanism and a restriction on slot trading. Moreover, air carrier alliances are exempt from the application of general competition law.
Efficient services sectors matter
[bookmark: _GoBack]Services account for 27% of Austria’s gross exports, but 60% of value-added exports, indicating that Austria’s exports of goods rely intensively on services inputs. Cost effective state of the art services are therefore of utmost importance for the competitiveness of the Austrian industrial sector. The services share of inward investment is relatively high in Austria. Services account for 69% of employment, which implies that earnings and aggregate demand depends crucially on productivity in the services sector. The STRI profile suggests that Austria can further improve efficiency by focusing on those sectors, such as professional services, that are essential inputs to other goods and services providers such as professional services.
More information
» Access all of the country notes, sector notes and interactive STRI tools on the OECD website at http://oe.cd/stri 
» Contact the OECD Trade and Agriculture Directorate with your questions at stri.contact@oecd.org
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Restrictions on foreign entry	Computer	Construction	Legal	Accounting	Architecture	Engineering	Telecommunication	Distribution	Broadcasting	Motion pictures	Sound recording	Commercial banking	Insurance	Air transport	Road transport	Rail transport	Courier	Logistics cargo-handling	Logistics storage and warehouse	Logistics freight forwarding	Logistics customs brokerage	1.530329417437315E-2	1.5194134786725044E-2	0.11912225559353828	0.1081237681210041	6.0707703232765198E-2	8.5394476540386677E-2	3.8064390420913696E-2	3.1872976571321487E-2	0.23222029209136963	3.717147558927536E-2	2.0979020744562149E-2	8.2343515008687973E-2	0.14596492890268564	0.19758064392954111	7.5812274590134621E-2	3.1174108386039734E-2	0	1.1463508009910583E-2	1.2040719389915466E-2	1.3064649887382984E-2	1.5685901045799255E-2	Restrictions to movement of people	Computer	Construction	Legal	Accounting	Architecture	Engineering	Telecommunication	Distribution	Broadcasting	Motion pictures	Sound recording	Commercial banking	Insurance	Air transport	Road transport	Rail transport	Courier	Logistics cargo-handling	Logistics storage and warehouse	Logistics freight forwarding	Logistics customs brokerage	0.10969866067171097	9.3350537121295929E-2	0.18807101249694824	0.13922110199928284	0.13373772799968719	0.11656986176967621	2.9980807565152645E-2	3.26374601572752E-2	4.6834344975650311E-2	8.9408040046691895E-2	8.9160840958356857E-2	3.8036853075027466E-2	2.7566395699977875E-2	2.6054590009152889E-2	6.498195044696331E-2	4.9107570201158524E-2	4.4064531102776527E-2	4.5228747650980949E-2	4.7506110277026892E-2	5.1545983646064997E-2	6.188801396638155E-2	Other discriminatory measures	Computer	Construction	Legal	Accounting	Architecture	Engineering	Telecommunication	Distribution	Broadcasting	Motion pictures	Sound recording	Commercial banking	Insurance	Air transport	Road transport	Rail transport	Courier	Logistics cargo-handling	Logistics storage and warehouse	Logistics freight forwarding	Logistics customs brokerage	1.5553961507976055E-2	1.5263304114341736E-2	7.7280276454985142E-3	1.5127741731703281E-2	1.1168254539370537E-2	9.7607234492897987E-3	5.9050782583653927E-3	0	4.5099738985300064E-2	2.6254741474986076E-2	4.0209788829088211E-2	0	9.1317249462008476E-3	0	0	0	0	0	0	0	0	Barriers to competition	Computer	Construction	Legal	Accounting	Architecture	Engineering	Telecommunication	Distribution	Broadcasting	Motion pictures	Sound recording	Commercial banking	Insurance	Air transport	Road transport	Rail transport	Courier	Logistics cargo-handling	Logistics storage and warehouse	Logistics freight forwarding	Logistics customs brokerage	1.7747307196259499E-2	1.2842387892305851E-2	2.1021575666964054E-2	8.2299653440713882E-3	1.076124794781208E-2	9.7437892109155655E-3	5.0299372524023056E-2	3.484269417822361E-2	3.4475279040634632E-2	0	2.360139787197113E-2	3.2655266113579273E-2	5.4600099101662636E-3	0.12406948022544384	4.3321299366652966E-2	4.9433229491114616E-2	7.5848786160349846E-2	6.4925140701234341E-2	5.8452218770980835E-2	1.0570489801466465E-2	1.2691320851445198E-2	Regulatory transparency	Computer	Construction	Legal	Accounting	Architecture	Engineering	Telecommunication	Distribution	Broadcasting	Motion pictures	Sound recording	Commercial banking	Insurance	Air transport	Road transport	Rail transport	Courier	Logistics cargo-handling	Logistics storage and warehouse	Logistics freight forwarding	Logistics customs brokerage	8.3384767174720764E-2	7.1002021431922913E-2	3.433188796043396E-2	3.8359630852937698E-2	5.7872194796800613E-2	5.7196076959371567E-2	2.3269409313797951E-2	4.2340487241744995E-2	2.6019078679382801E-2	3.7335226312279701E-2	5.5069930851459503E-2	4.6187605708837509E-2	1.7179061193019152E-2	1.6516749747097492E-2	1.0830324841663241E-2	3.8114522583782673E-2	3.6840839311480522E-2	4.0573868900537491E-2	4.2616847902536392E-2	4.6240944415330887E-2	5.5518586188554764E-2	Average	Computer	Construction	Legal	Accounting	Architecture	Engineering	Telecommunication	Distribution	Broadcasting	Motion pictures	Sound recording	Commercial banking	Insurance	Air transport	Road transport	Rail transport	Courier	Logistics cargo-handling	0.20025263726711273	0.19808228313922882	0.3345540463924408	0.28018951416015625	0.22548960149288177	0.19854873418807983	0.2316184937953949	0.13424649834632874	0.28001487255096436	0.18327569961547852	0.16764485836029053	0.19230031967163086	0.20339027047157288	0.42101278901100159	0.15153859555721283	0.2246604859828949	0.25867918133735657	0.23149089515209198	0.19319359958171844	0.1492876261472702	0.18402867019176483	Minimum	Computer	Construction	Legal	Accounting	Architecture	Engineering	Telecommunication	Distribution	Broadcasting	Motion pictures	Sound recording	Commercial banking	Insurance	Air transport	Road transport	Rail transport	Courier	Logistics cargo-handling	9.3978628516197205E-2	5.5332928895950317E-2	7.7095873653888702E-2	8.9103065431118011E-2	8.20508673787117E-2	7.9054407775402069E-2	0.10022065043449402	3.9253160357475281E-2	0.11448395252227783	5.5920965969562531E-2	6.5559439361095428E-2	7.924344390630722E-2	5.2792783826589584E-2	0.13368485867977142	3.971119225025177E-2	7.0322662591934204E-2	8.7286300957202911E-2	0.1095980778336525	8.5416130721569061E-2	5.9939034283161163E-2	7.1965016424655914E-2	
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